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It is no longer a rumor. Canyon 
Club Brewery is slated to open 

its doors in Moraga, which some 
say is the coolest news for the town 
retail scene since the opening of 
Town Bakery. The planning com-
mission on June 18 approved unan-
imously and enthusiastically the 
project presented by Kevin Hamil-
ton and Ken Markey to transform 
the triangular-shaped former bank 
located at the northwest corner of 
the intersection of Canyon Road 
and Country Club Drive. The busi-
ness partners are now anticipating 
the first Moraga brewed beer to be 
poured in the fall of 2018.
 The morning after the meeting 
Markey was still basking in the 
happiness of the support the project 
had received from the community 
the night before. He said he was 
both excited and scared at the road 
in front of him and his partner: their 
idea has now become an obligation 
after the two signed a 40-year lease 
with the property owner, the Bruz-
zone family. For Markey this is it, 
the beginning of the creation of a 
legacy business for himself, his 
partner, their backers and the whole 
community. He said he wants Can-
yon Club Brewery to do for Mor-
aga what Sierra Nevada Brewing 
Company did for Chico.
 Markey and Hamilton come to 
this deal knowing what they are do-
ing, with many years of hospitality 
and beer industry experience. Both 
dads became acquainted as their 
daughters are best friends. One 
day at one of those long Lamor-
inda summer swim meets that seem 
to drag on forever the two started 
sharing their project ideas and sud-
denly realized that they had both 
been working separately on similar 
business plans for a microbrewery 
in Lamorinda. They decided to 
combine their forces. Markey says 
that their skills dovetailed nicely. 
They created an LLC and opened 
25 percent of the capital to local 
investors. Twenty-five families just 
like them, people with young kids 
wanting to have a cool place in 
town to hang out, invested along-
side the two dads.
 Markey and Hamilton decided 
to work with the best profession-
als to bring about their project. A 
rendering from architect Maxwell 
Beaumont shows a friendly and 
natural looking space inside and 
out, including a large patio at the 
corner of the street, conserving the 
two existing trees and surrounded 
by a 5-foot wood fence, for protec-
tion and alcohol rules enforcement. 
The two dads plan to have live mu-
sic outside, weather permitting.
 Joan Bruzzone and her son 
David came to the planning com-
mission meeting in support of their 
new tenant. They both said they 
loved the enthusiasm of the part-

ners and what this new business 
will do for this part of town. Joan 
Bruzzone added that she was most 
impressed with … the energetic 
and totally ‘with it’ new planning 
commission which, she hopes, 
will promote a new town concept 
of energizing business and growth. 
Like others who came to support 
Markey and Hamilton, they look 
forward to the grand opening.
 The former bank has enough 
space to accommodate the brewing 
and storing equipment, and the plan 
is to brew three times a week. Mar-
key says that they are hiring their 
master brewer from the UC Davis 
brewery engineering program, one 
of the most renowned programs in 
the nation. He says he prefers ses-
sionable beers, but that they will 
also carry high quality wine on tap, 
as well as a few other craft beers. 
He expects Saint Mary’s students 
will be attracted to the place, but he 
says that he and Hamilton want it to 
be suitable for families.
 The brewery will also serve 
food that will appeal to most. Mar-

key says that they are partnering 
with a chef known as the maker of 
the best Texas King Ranch Chick-
en. He adds that the food will have 
a Tex-Mex flavor.
 Steve Kowalski, senior planner 
for the town, started working with 
the partners two months ago. He 
said that getting a change in con-
ditional use was needed for a bank 
to become a restaurant, but did not 
create any problem. He added that 
the site is located in the Moraga 

Center Specific Plan area that calls 
for such use: a restaurant where al-
cohol is served, where people can 
hang out with family and friends 
and listen to live music. He adds 
that the Moraga noise ordinance 
should be enough to protect nearby 
residents, such as the seniors living 
at Moraga Royale or Aegis.
 Hamilton and Markey are now 
ready for the construction to start. 
They plan to open the club in the 
fall.

Moraga 
Police 
Department 
Incident 
Summary 
Report 
June 5 to June 18   
Alarms 19
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 3
Traffic 64
Suspicious Circumstances   16 
Suspicious Subject 5 
Suspicious Vehicle   17 
Service to Citizen 53
Patrol Request/ Security Check 38
Vacation House Check 22
Supplemental Report 6
Welfare Check 4
Barking Dog
 60 Block Lynwood Pl.
Civil
 Calle La Mesncampolindo Dr.
Civil Problem
 Rheem Theater
Dependent Adult Abuse
 Wells Fargo
Disturbing The Peace
 1200 Block Rimer Dr.
Drunk In Public 
 600 Block Moraga Rd.
Excessive Speed
 Rheem Blvd./Moraga Rd.
 Moraga Rd./St. Marys (2)
 Moraga Rd./Rheem Blvd.
 Park St. at Dover Saddlery
Fire/Ems Response Info
 Fayhill Rd./Rheem Blvd.
Fraud Credit Card
 10 Block Greenfield Dr.
Grand Theft
 Safeway
Juvenile Disturbance
 Rheem Valley Shopping Center
Litter
 Donald Dr./Moraga Rd.
Lost Property
 Joaquin Moraga Int School
 Police Department
Loud Noise
 2000 Block Ascot Dr.
Loud Party
 Ascot Dr./Ascot Pl.
Medical Police Needed
 Skate Park Moraga Commons
Mentally Ill Commit
 Police Department
Missing Adult
 300 Block Rheem Blvd.
Other Felony
 Homegoods
Other Infraction
 1000 Block Larch Ave.
Petty Theft 
 200 Block Rheem Blvd.
 400 Block Center St.
Prowler
 400 Block Fernwood Dr.
Public Assembly Check
 Rheem Valley Shopping Center (2)
 Campolindo High School
Public Nuisance
 Rheem Valley Shopping Center
Reckless Driving
 Redwood Rd Hwy/Bollinger Canyon
 Moraga Way/Hardie Dr.
 Moraga Way/Ivy Dr.
 St. Marys Rd./Moraga Rd.
 CVS
 Corliss Dr./Camino Ricardo

Residential Burglary
 10 Block Camelford Ct.
Tc - Property Damage
 Moraga Rd./Lucas Dr.
 In front of Station 41
Traffic Pursuit 
 Corliss/Moraga Way
Transportation 
 2700 Block Camino Ricardo
Vandalism
 100 Block Westchester
Verbal Dispute 
 Ascot Ct./Ascot Dr.

Moraga
Public Meetings

Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga: 
www.moraga.ca.us
Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce: 
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network: 
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

City Council 
Wednesday, June 27, 7 p.m.
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, July 16, 7 p.m. 
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
Design Review
Monday, July 23, 7 p.m. 
Council Chambers and Community 
Meeting Room, 335 Rheem Blvd.
School Board Meetings
Moraga School District 
TBA
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School 
Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Planning love fest for coming Canyon Club Brewery
By Sophie Braccini

 Renderings of the outside patio of the future Canyon Club Brewery in Moraga. Photos provided

Vernon G McCalla 
Coldwell Banker - Orinda

925-639-0068
Vern.mccalla@camoves.com
CalBRE 01970006
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COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM

COLDWELL BANKER

Lafayette  | Price upon request
This home boasts four bedrooms and three full bathrooms with the master bedroom being a great spot to read and catch up on correspondence or simply relax.

Chad Morrison 925.330.1416
Chad@ChadMorrisonHomes.com | CalRE #01905614

Moraga  | $1,499,000
4br/2.5ba beautifully remodeled home with updates throughout. The home is close to Cabana Club, top rated Campolindo High School and an excellent commute location.

Michelle Holcenberg 925.253.4663
michelle@holcenberg.com | CalRE #01373412

Introducing this season’s hottest binge show, At Home in Northern 
California, a new weekly Coldwell Banker TV program showcasing 
local homes for sale. 

Check it out on Sundays at 4:00 pm on ABC7. 

Learn how your home can be a star. Contact your local office today. 

THE NEXT BIG HIT: YOUR HOME

 CANYON CLUB - EXTERIOR 

 

CANYON CLUB - PATIO SPACE  
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Chad Morrison 

Global Luxury Specialist
925-330-1416
5 Moraga Way, Orinda

Chad@ChadMorrisonHomes.com
ChadMorrisonHomes.com                                      

3171 Somerset Pl., Lafayette

Sold in One Day! 
Listed at $1,700,000  —  Sold for 1,800,000


